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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document reports the outcome of an Equality Impact
Assessment (EQIA) on flexible working policies by Northern
Ireland Council for Postgraduate Medical and Dental Education,
Health Promotion Agency, Northern Ireland Guardian Ad Litem
Agency, Northern Ireland Regional Medical Physics Agency,
Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion Service and the Central
Services Agency.

The EQIA was carried out with reference to the Equality
Commission’s Practical Guidance on Equality Impact Assessment
(2001).

This document will be made available on request in formats such
as Braille, audiocassette, large print, and disc and in minority
languages to meet the needs of those not fluent in English.

The organisations

The Central Services Agency (CSA) provides a range of services
primarily to other service providers within the Northern Ireland
Health and Social Services.

The Northern Ireland Council for Postgraduate Medical and
Dental Education (NICPMDE) is responsible for funding,
managing and supporting postgraduate medical and dental
education within the Northern Ireland Deanery.

The Northern Ireland Guardian Ad Litem Agency (NIGALA)
provides Guardians (experienced social workers) to the courts in
specified family proceedings and adoption proceedings. Their role
Is to undertake independent enquiries in order to represent the
child's wishes and feelings and safeguard their interests in court
proceedings.

The Health Promotion Agency (HPA) is working to maintain,
improve and promote the good health of all people in Northern
Ireland.

The Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion Service (BTS) is
responsible for the collection and allocation of blood and related
products to the health service.



The Northern Ireland Regional Medical Physics Agency (RMP)
provides a range of physics and engineering services to the Health
and Social Service (HSS) Trusts and other HSS bodies.

The policies

A wide range of policies is subsumed under the term ‘flexible
working policies’ including part time work, job sharing, flexitime,
annualised hours, personalised hours, compressed hours, term
time working, career breaks, carers’ leave.

Data collection and consultation

Both quantitative and qualitative data was collected for the
purpose of the EQIA. This included the collection of monitoring
data on gender, age, religion, marital status, dependants, ethnicity,
and disability as well as data on uptake of individual schemes.
Furthermore, a series of focus groups (nine in total) was
conducted with staff from the six organisations. Finally, a separate
guestionnaire was sent to all senior managers across the
organisations, based on a number of open ended questions.

The draft EQIA report was published for consultation on 29
November 2002. A range of dissemination methods was used,
including ads placed in Northern Ireland-wide newspapers, reports
placed on the websites of the organisations, and summary reports
sent via email and post to nearly 300 consultees.

The consultation period lasted for 11 weeks from 29 November
2002 to 14 February 2003. During this period three main
consultation methods were employed: a round table consultation
meeting with voluntary sector organisations, focus groups with
staff, and a pro forma for written comments.

All comments received in writing and/or made in the course of the
consultation meeting are listed in Appendix 4 together with the
response by the organisations.

Key findings

Key findings emanating from a review of data/information collected
in the course of the EQIA showed various impacts both across the
organisations and specific to individual organisations.

5



Impacts across all organisations

The assessment suggests the following conclusions regarding
differential impact to flexible working policies across the six
organisations:

The quantitative analysis shows that men are
clearly under-represented among part time
workers. Additional qualitative data suggests that
this is not due to adverse impacts of the policies
themselves but rather due to self-discrimination by
men, resulting from financial considerations (men
still receive higher incomes than females) and
wider cultural issues such as traditional gender
roles. It was argued that these findings would
most probably also apply to other schemes of
reduced working hours, such as term time.

In a similar manner, men are under-represented
among those who take carers’ leave. Here,
most probably wider cultural factors (traditional
gender roles) also lead to misconceptions
regarding men’s eligibility to apply for carers’
leave.

It also emerged that single people and people
without dependants do not partake in part time
working to an equal extent. The interview data
suggests that this is also more likely the outcome
of self-discrimination rather than of any adverse
impact of the policies themselves.

There are some indications that people with
dependants other than children may be more
reluctant to avail of carers’ leave. While this
cannot be ascribed to adverse impacts of the
policy itself (as they are eligible to take carers’
leave in the same way as others), a lack of
information on eligibility criteria may play an
important role. Also, there are indications that
some line managers are not fully aware of the
eligibility of these persons and the policy might
therefore not be applied consistently.



The assessment did not produce evidence of adverse impacts of
flexible working policies with regards to the category of age.
Moreover, evidence is inconclusive regarding adverse impacts of
the policies for different religious affiliations. While the quantitative
data provides some indication with regard to a skewed take-up in
the smaller organisations (in some cases a higher take-up of part
time working by Protestants, in others by Catholics; a tendency for
higher uptake by Catholics in relation to carers’ leave), it must be
remembered that only very few individuals are involved and
percentage figures are thus easily distorted. Taking into account
the strong correlation between religion and political affiliation, the
same can reasonably be assumed for the latter category.

With regard to ethnicity and disability, all of the six organisations
lack diversity in their workforce: staff members are almost
exclusively white and able bodied. No adverse impacts could be
recorded, however, in relation to the access to flexible working
policies by those staff who belong to a black and minority ethnic
group or who have a disability. It should also be borne in mind that
the data is based on staff members identifying themselves as
having a disability. The data may under-record the actual
incidence of disability.

Although not pointing to inequality as such, there were several
other points to note from focus group views. Focus groups raised
concerns in the following areas:

the view that inconsistencies are seen to arise
from the varying application of the policies by line
managers;

discrepancies were also reported across different
departments of organisations; most typically, it
was thought that staff in smaller departments had
less access to flexible working policies due to
greater business constraints; perceived under-
staffing in some departments was considered to
play an important role as well;

certain jobs were seen as less amenable to the
promotion of flexible working;



unfairness was also perceived to apply regarding
the exclusion of staff beyond grade 5 from
accessing flexitime.

Impacts for specific organisations

In specific organisations it was apparent that scope existed to
reasonably address perceptions of disadvantage:

NICPMDE - the introduction of flexitime and
career break policies and the harmonisation of
flexible working opportunities for all staff;

NIGALA - review all staff's awareness of the
range of flexible working policies available and the
associated eligibility criteria; consider the option of
working from home, on occasion, ensuring that
there is consistent application with appropriate
criteria and accountability arrangements in place;

CSA — areview of existing flexitime arrangements
in terms of the start and finish of core hours and
flexi hours, and examining the scope for
accommodating scrutiny of applications for flexible
working policies as part of the organisation’s
general grievance procedure.

Action points (for all organisations)

There are a number of action points emanating from the EQIA
relating to proposals for collective action and suggestions for
specific organisations.

Although there is little evidence to suggest adverse impact in
relation to flexible working policies, there are several areas that all
organisations commit themselves to reflect on — in relation to the
promotion of equality of opportunity.

Evidently, many staff felt that information about flexible working
policies was inadequate, and this may be a factor in the differential
uptake by men. It is clear that many organisations do not
effectively measure uptake of flexible working policies in the first
place, which is needed to provide a basis for identifying under-



representation, eg by single people, dependants. A recurrent
theme was the notion of excess hours being worked by staff.
Finally, there was an underlying sense that although organisations
might have flexible working policies, the practical application of
these was inconsistent.

The potential for several straightforward, relatively low cost
initiatives to address some of the perceived inadequacies identified
by staff is evident. There are five specific actions that will be
undertaken by organisations:

(1) Initiatives to raise awareness of flexible working policies across
organisations, such as an awareness week or leaflets, updates in
handbooks, staff magazines etc. Awareness initiatives will also
include training for line managers.

(2) Collaborative work between the organisations to identify and
share good practice as well as pitfalls regarding individual policies.

(3) Development of a flagship project to showcase the benefits of
flexible working, either jointly or within a specific agency.

(4) Introduction of a formal monitoring system for measuring

applications for and uptake of flexible working policies by different
Section 75 categories across agencies. Reporting on this initiative
is to be included in public authorities’ Annual Review of Progress.

(5) Review of working arrangements and hours for all grades of
staff to identify inconsistencies and bring forward proposals for
addressing these (including those of senior managers).

Specific action points (for individual bodies)

Linked directly to earlier specific impacts, the direct actions are as
follows:

NICPMDE - the organisation to consider
introducing a flexitime and career break policy and
to ensure the harmonisation of access to flexible
working policies for all staff.

NIGALA — the organisation to review all staff's
awareness of the range of flexible working policies
available and associated eligibility criteria; to
consider the option of working from home, on
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occasion, ensuring that there is consistent
application with appropriate criteria and
accountability arrangements in place. Finally, the
need for NIGALA to act more assertively with
courts in safeguarding a healthy work life balance
for staff.

CSA - the organisation to review its current
flexitime policy and to raise awareness regarding
the option to scrutinise applications for flexible
working policies as part of the organisation’s
general grievance procedure.

Monitoring

The delivery of specific action points in this EQIA will be monitored
on an ongoing basis and each organisation’s Annual Review of
Progress will contain a report on the EQIA implementation.

In addition, a delivery plan outlining the practical implementation of
EQIA action points will be produced by the end of the first quarter
of the financial year 2003/2004, and this will set out approaches to
the monitoring of specific impacts for the equality target groups.
The organisations will seek to put in place arrangements for
monitoring in relation to the categories of age, gender, religion,
ethnicity, marital status, dependants, and disability on an annual
basis.

The organisations do not have any quantitative monitoring
arrangements in place in relation to the categories of political
opinion and sexual orientation. Options for qualitative monitoring
with regard to these categories will likewise be explored in the
course of the first quarter of the new financial year, pending also
the publication of further advice by the Equality Commission.
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BACKGROUND

Organisational background

The CSA provides a range of services primarily to other service
providers within the Northern Ireland Health and Social Services.

The NICPMDE was established in 1970 and reconstituted in 1994.
It is responsible for funding, managing and supporting
postgraduate medical and dental education within the Northern
Ireland Deanery.

The NIGALA provides Guardians (experienced social workers) to
the courts in specified family proceedings under the Children (NI)
Order 1995 and adoption proceedings under the Adoption (NI)
Order 1987. Their role is to undertake independent enquiries in
order to represent the child’s wishes and feelings and safeguard
their interests in court proceedings.

The HPA is working to maintain, improve and promote the good
health of all the people in Northern Ireland. It places great
importance on the integration of all facets of its work, which is
planned and delivered through a combination of business areas
including policy development and advice; research and evaluation;
the provision of information to the public and professionals; training
and professional development.

The Northern Ireland BTS is responsible for the collection and
allocation of blood and related products to the health service.

The NIRMPA was established in 1984. The primary purpose of the
agency is to provide a range of physics and engineering services
to the Health and Social Service (HSS) Trusts and other HSS
bodies.

Equality Impact Assessments

Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 has placed the
following statutory requirements on each public authority.
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1. A public authority shall in carrying out its functions relating to
Northern Ireland have due regard to the need to promote

equality of opportunity —

(a) Between persons of different religious belief, political
opinion, racial groups, age, marital status or sexual

orientation;
(b) Between men and women generally;

(c) Between persons with a disability and persons without;

and

(d) Between persons with dependants and persons

without.

2. Without prejudice to its obligations under subsection (1), a
public authority shall in carrying out its functions relating to
Northern Ireland have regard to the desirability of promoting
good relations between persons of different religious belief,

political opinion or racial group.

A key practical element of the statutory equality duties is that
public bodies should assess the impact of their policies and
procedures on the promotion of equality of opportunity and good
relations. This is practically carried out by initially assessing the
equality implications of a policy or procedure, called screening.
Those policies assessed as having equality implications should
then be considered for an EQIA.

An EQIA is a thorough and systematic analysis of a policy to
determine whether or not that policy has a negative impact on
groups or individuals in relation to one or more of the nine equality
categories. The stages of an EQIA are listed in Appendix 1.
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Flexible working policies

In the following, the most important policies are briefly described. It
should be borne in mind that the individual policies themselves are
elaborate. To verify details, the original policy documents should
therefore be consulted.

Part time

The scheme involves a reduced number of hours to cover a
designated number of duties. The terms and conditions offered will
be pro rata to those covering full time employment.

Job share

Duties and responsibilities of a post, which would normally be held
by one individual, are shared between two or more people.

Flexitime

Flexitime allows employees to choose their own working hours
within certain limits. Core hours are defined at which all employees
must be at work. Outside these, employees may choose when
they start and finish work. Lunch breaks must be taken within
specified times; they should not be shorter than half an hour. All
hours are recorded and must be authorised by the manager.

The definition of core times varies across the organisations. In the
CSA, HPA, BTS, and NIGALA, they apply from 10:00 — 12:00 &
2:00 — 4:00. In the NIRMPA the hours are defined from 9:30 —
12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30. In all organisations the employee has to
take at least 30 minutes for lunch. Variation applies to the
definition of flexitimes: in the NIGALA, flexitimes apply from 7:30 —
10:00 and 4:00 — 6:30; in the NIRMPA, from 8:00 — 9:30 and 4:30
—6:00; in the CSA, HPA, and BTS from 8:00 — 10:00 and 4:00 —
6:00.

The regulations regarding flexitime to be carried over from one
month to the next likewise vary. In the BTS, an employee may
carry over 10 hours deficit or excess; in the HPA, NIRMPA and
NIGALA 8 hours credit and 4 hours debit are allowed; in the CSA 8
hours credit and debit.
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Limits are posed regarding the number of days which an employee
can take as flexi leave. In the NIRMPA, BTS and HPA they cover 1
day per month; in the NIGALA 1.5 days per month and in the CSA
these are 2 days in any calendar month.

Eligibility to apply for the scheme also varies between the
organisations. In the NIRMPA, access is granted at the discretion
of line managers. In all other organisations, administration and
clerical staff up to grade 5 inclusive are eligible. In the CSA, certain
exceptions apply to warehouse staff, all of whom do not have
access.

Annualised hours

The number of hours which employees work are determined not
on the basis of a working week or month, but a full working year.

Personalised hours

Personalised hours is an arrangement whereby an individual
comes to an agreement with their employer regarding their working
time based on their individual need.

Compressed hours

In this arrangement, it may be possible to work the full time hours
within less than the standard five-day working week. Typically the
same basic hours are worked in a 4-4.5 day week or a 9-day
fortnight.

Term time

This is a variation of ‘annualised hours’ in which an employee
works only during school term time. Pay is generally averaged out
into 13 equal four-weekly instalments.

Career break

A career break is a period of planned, unpaid special leave lasting
for a specific period of time. The employee is entitled to return to
the same or similar position inside the organisation at the end of
her/his career break.
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At present, any employee who has completed one year of service
is eligible to apply. Eligibility across all six agencies relate to
domestic responsibilities (carers) and voluntary work. The BTS,
HPA and NIGALA also explicitly include full time education as well
as a stay abroad as a reason. All organisations do not allow
employees to take a career break in order to take up another job
within the UK.

Finally, there are slight differences regarding the defined time
frame for a career break. The NIRMPA and CSA stipulate a period
between 1 and 5 years, all other organisations place the upper
limit at 3 years.

Carers’ leave

The purpose of the policy is to provide for the immediate need of
carers. Eligibility is defined across the six agencies as catering for
a close relative (immediate family or dependants) in an emergency
situation of illness.

The CSA limits the number of days an employee can take for
carers’ leave to a maximum of 12 days per year, composed of up
to 4 times 3 days; the HPA allows up to 5 times 3 days; the
NIRMPA allows a maximum of 12 days but only up to 3 days at a
time.
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part |job flexi annualised | personalised | compressed | term career | study | carers
time | share time hours hours hours time break |leave |’

leave
NICPMDE | X X X X
HPA X X X X
RMP X X X X X X
NIGALA X X X X X
BTS X X X X X X X X
CSA X X X X X X X X X X
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Screening

These policies had been screened for equality implications as
required by Section 75 and Schedule 9 and of the Northern Ireland
Act 1998. Equality Commission guidance states that the purpose
of screening is to identify those policies which are likely to have a
significant impact on equality of opportunity so that greatest
resources can be devoted to these.

A series of screening consultation meetings — with representatives
of voluntary organisations - carried out during 2001, identified the
potential for differential impact (towards women particularly) arising
from the operation of flexible working policies.

Flexible working policies were screened for consideration for
EQIA. Taking account of comments received during consultation it
was decided to undertake an EQIA on flexible working policies.
The outcome of the screening exercise was reported to the
Equality Commission in July 2001.
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DATA COLLECTION AND CONSULTATION

Data collection

It was decided that any assessment of the equality impacts of the
policies should be based on two types of data:

guantitative data (statistics) which would provide
an overview of the equality background of those
staff members who take up available flexible
working schemes and those who do not;

gualitative data which would provide some
insights into perceptions held by employees of the
six organisations as the main stakeholders of the
policies.

Accordingly, an audit was undertaken to identify available data and
means of filling existing data gaps. In sum, data collection was
undertaken in the following way:

collection of quantitative data

At present, the scope of monitoring data for all staff held in-house
differs substantially between the six organisations. Both the
NICPMDE and the HPA hold complete sets of staff data regarding
the categories of gender, age, marital status, dependants, religion,
ethnicity, and disability.

In relation to the NIRMPA and NIGALA, staff data regarding
gender, age, and religion is recorded. In order to fill data gaps, a
survey of all staff regarding marital status, ethnicity, disability, and
dependants was undertaken. In total, 56% of NIRMPA staff and
55% of NIGALA staff responded to the survey.

The CSA holds monitoring data for staff regarding the categories
of gender, age, religion, and marital status. A survey was
undertaken in early 2002 to capture the dimensions of ethnicity
and disability. About 62% of the staff returned their questionnaire
at the time. For the purpose of the EQIA, the CSA undertook a
separate survey on the category of dependants in order to fill the
remaining gap. 49% of all staff responded to this survey.
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Quantitative data on political affiliation and sexual orientation is not
available in any of the organisations. It was decided that no
guantitative data should be collected on these two categories due
to the sensitivity of the information. Recent attempts to gather
monitoring data on politics in the context of promoting good
relations within the organisations had shown a strong reluctance
on the side of respondents to reveal their political affiliation.

Comparably little data is available in the six organisations
regarding the uptake of individual flexible working policies.
Meaningful comparisons can only be drawn in relation to two of the
schemes: part time working and carers’ leave. For these policies,
monitoring data on those who avail of the schemes was collected
and analysed.

collection of qualitative data

In order to explore the views and suggestions of staff members, a
set of focus groups was conducted. Given the size of the
organisation, four focus groups were carried out with CSA staff,
effectively covering all of the different directorates and sites (47
people in total). In addition, one focus group each was held for the
other organisations.

Additional efforts were undertaken in relation to NIGALA as only
very few Guardians were able to partake in the focus group
discussion. In response, a brief questionnaire based on a set of
open-ended questions was distributed to all Guardians.

Finally, views regarding access of senior managers to flexible
working policies were explored across all six organisations. To this
end, a questionnaire based on a set of open-ended questions was
distributed to all senior managers across the six organisations. In
total, 27 people returned the questionnaire.

Consultation

The draft EQIA report was published for consultation on 29
November 2002. A range of dissemination methods was used:

an ad was placed in the Belfast Telegraph, the
Irish News and the Newsletter on 29 November
2002 to announce the beginning of the
consultation period;
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the EQIA report was placed on the website of the
organisations, both as a summary and the full
report;

an email was sent to 267 consultees (see
Appendix 2) on 29 November 2002 comprising a
consultation announcement, a summary report
and contact details for the organisations;

the same was sent by post to 30 further
consultees (see Appendix 2) who do not have
access to the internet or email;

all CSA staff received a notice with their pay slip
in December with information on the EQIAs and
contact details for the Equality Unit.

It should be noted that the email and post alerted consultees to
this EQIA as one of a series of EQIAs undertaken by the six
organisations. Accordingly, the summary document sent to
consultees included summaries of seven EQIAs in total. This was
done in order to coordinate the consultation efforts for the benefit
of both consultees and the six organisations involved.

The consultation period lasted for 11 weeks from 29 November
2002 to 14 February 2003. During this period, three main
consultation methods were employed:

a roundtable consultation meeting was organised
to which representatives of over 40 voluntary
sector and professional organisations were
invited. Two individuals, representing the Belfast
Carers’ Centre and the Northern Ireland Public
Service Alliance, eventually attended the meeting.

Two consultation meetings were organised for
staff members of the CSA, NIGALA and the
NICPMDE to discuss the EQIAs. A total of 11 staff
attended.

BTS, NIRMPA and HPA consulted with their staff
in the context of staff meetings.

A pro forma was sent to the remaining
organisations on the consultation list, inviting
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responses to a set of focused questions (see
Appendix 3). A total of 13 responses was
received. Seven of these stated that they did not
wish to make any comments; six provided specific
comments.

All comments received in writing and/or made in the course of the
consultation meeting are listed in Appendix 4 together with the
response by the organisations.
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KEY FINDINGS

The EQIA sought to collect data relating to the impact of the
existing flexible working policies across all the nine equality target
groups.

Uptake of flexible working policies

The uptake of part time working shows some variation across the
six agencies. In the NIRMPA, CSA and HPA about 14% of staff
partake in the scheme. The figures are higher for the NICPMDE
(18%), NIGALA (22%), and BTS in particular (32%).

Variation is substantially greater in relation to the uptake of carers’
leave. Relatively few staff members in the BTS (1.4%), NICPMDE
(3%), NIGALA (4%) and NIRMPA (4.5%) avail of the scheme.
Under-recording of uptake may contribute to these low figures.
However, they are in marked contrast to the HPA where almost
half of the staff (46%) have taken carers’ leave. In the CSA, about
16% have availed of the scheme.

Uptake and equality of opportunity

Gender

The gender profile of the workforce varies substantially between
the six agencies. While it is fairly even within the CSA and
NIRMPA (with 56% and 45% being females respectively), few
males are to be found among staff of NIGALA in particular (22%)
but also within the HPA (27%), the NICPMDE (30%) and BTS
(34%). This partly reflects the specific functions of the
organisations, eg males in general are under-represented among
nurses and social workers, who largely make up the workforce of
NIGALA and BTS.

The gender imbalance is even more marked among those who
take up part time work or job share opportunities. Hardly any men
partake in these schemes (2% in the CSA, 10% in NIGALA, and
18% in BTS); in the case of the HPA, NICPMDE and NIRMPA no
men partake at all.
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It is striking that very few men take carers’ leave. In all three
agencies for which take-up is more than incidental (HPA, CSA,
NIRMPA), at least 75% of those who avail of the scheme are
women. The comparison with the overall gender profile of their
staff underlines that men are far less likely to take carers’ leave.

Age

The age profile of the six HPSS agencies is rather similar. The
average age of NIGALA, CSA and NIRMPA staff lies around 39
years; the employees of the HPA tend to be younger (37 year
average) and those of the NICMPDE and BTS tend to be older (41
years).

Interestingly, part time workers are more likely to be older than the
average employee in the majority of cases (NIGALA 40 years,

CSA 41 years, NIRMPA and HPA 42 years). In the NICPMDE,
however, it is almost exclusively younger staff (under the age of
40) who take up part time working. Accordingly, the average age of
part time workers is 38 years.

The data does not reveal any clear pattern in the age of staff who
take carers’ leave. Their average age varies from 33 (NIRMPA) to
41 years (CSA).

Religious belief

Monitoring data regarding religious belief is incomplete for four of
the agencies. For 9% of BTS staff, 18% of staff within the CSA,
20% in NIGALA and 27% in NIRMPA no data is available. In the
following, these cases have thus been excluded from the analysis
and percentage figures refer to the total of staff with a specified
religious affiliation.

The religious composition of the workforce differs across the six
agencies. Within the CSA and BTS, the balance between
Catholics and Protestants is evenly distributed (49% and 52%
respectively). The workforce is less balanced within the remaining
four agencies. While NIGALA staff is predominantly Catholic
(73%), the NIRMPA (57%), HPA (60%) and NICPMDE (61%) have
a greater share of Protestants within their workforce.
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The monitoring data reveals no clear pattern regarding the uptake
of part time working by religion across the six agencies. In the
CSA, the share of Catholics who work part time corresponds to
their overall share of employees in the agency.

In one of the smaller agencies (HPA), part time working is taken up
almost exclusively by Protestants (in all 5 cases). Notwithstanding
known staffing differentials — on the grounds of religion, it emerges
that Protestants are more likely to take up the scheme than
Catholics in HPA. This also applies to NIRMPA, even if to a lesser
extent (67% of part-time workers are Protestant vis-a-vis 56% of
the entire NIRMPA staff).

In contrast, Catholics are strongly over-represented among staff
members of NIGALA who work on a part time basis (73% vs. a

59% share among staff members as a whole) and slightly over-
represented in BTS (52.5% vs. 47.5%).

In all three organisations (HPA, CSA, and NIRMPA), Catholics are
over-represented among those who take carers’ leave.

Ethnicity

All NICPMDE and HPA staff indicated that their ethnicity is ‘white’;
none belong to any black and minority ethnic group. All NIGALA
and NIRMPA staff members who returned the monitoring
guestionnaire likewise described their ethnicity as ‘white’. In the
CSA, two staff members (0.2%) belong to a black and minority
ethnic group. None, however, partake in any of the flexible working
schemes. In the BTS, 1% of staff members come from a black and
minority ethnic group background.

Data from the Multi Cultural Resource Centre (MCRC 2001) on the
other hand suggests that at the very least some 1.5% of the
Northern Irish population belongs to a black and minority ethnic
group. Overall therefore, it seems that ethnic minorities are under-
represented across all of the six agencies — based on the MCRC
estimate of the black and minority ethnic group population in
Northern Ireland.
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Disability

Estimates based on the Labour Force Survey (Equality
Commission 2001) show that 20% of people of working age have a
disability. Even if the comparator data is narrowed down to highly
gualified people of working age (those with a degree), the share of
persons with a disability is still significant (5%). In comparison, all
of the six agencies have a very low share of disabled staff
members.

One staff member of the NICPMDE (3%) has a disability. The
individual does not partake in any of the flexible working schemes,
however. Of CSA staff, 1% indicated that they have a disability;
their share of part time workers as well as of those who take
carers’ leave is similar. In the BTS 1.5% of employees have a
disability; their share of part-time workers is similar. None of the
HPA, NIGALA, and NIRMPA employees indicated that they have a
disability. It should be noted, however, that the data is based on
the self-identification of persons with a disability and may therefore
under-record the actual incidence of disability.

Marital status

With the exception of HPA, the share of single people among
employees is fairly similar amongst the smaller HPSS agencies,
ranging between 27% and 34%. In the HPA, single people make
up 40% of the workforce. Their share is similar in the BTS (39%)).
In the CSA, their share is even higher (42%).

In all of the six agencies, however, single people are greatly under-
represented among part time workers. In the case of HPA and
NIGALA, no single people partake in the scheme at all. In the CSA
and NIRMPA about 8% of part time workers are single, 20% and
29% in the NICPMDE and BTS respectively.

While single people are greatly under-represented among those
who take carers’ leave in the CSA (only 17% vs. 42% of all staff),
and to a lesser extent in the HPA (37% vs. 40%), in the NIRMPA
they are slightly more likely to avail of the scheme in comparison to
other groups.
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Dependants

The monitoring data shows that the six agencies fall into two
groups regarding the share of staff with dependants. In NIGALA,
NICPMDE and the CSA they make up over 60% of the workforce
(68%, 64% and 61% respectively). The same applies to the BTS
(66%), according to a survey undertaken by the organisation in
2000. This is in sharp contrast to the HPA and NIRMPA, where
their share is far smaller (35% and 45%).

People with dependants clearly dominate the uptake of part time
work (and job share) within the agencies. In the NICPMDE and
NIGALA the schemes are taken up exclusively by people with
dependants. In the CSA, BTS and NIRMPA they still form the clear
majority (88%, 85% and 71% respectively).

The HPA is strikingly different in this respect in that the part time
scheme is taken up by a relatively high proportion of people
without dependants (60%).

The views of staff
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